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Interesting Facts on 
The History of Printing 
By W. H. STICKNEY 
Printing has been termed the 
"Mother of P'rogress," and the name 
is quite appropriate when realizing 
that the printed word is the means 
by which records are preserved and 
made accessible to the peoples of the 
earth. The process of printing holds 
the fifth position in industry as it re­
lates to volume expressed in dollars 
and cents, and number of people em­
ployed. 
Although printing has been the 
medium by which we record the hap­
penings of the past, it is interesting 
to note that the credit for the inven­
tion of printing is a question of con­
jecture by scholars. 
The process of printing may be 
called a form of symbolic writing. 
Graphic representation of an object 
whether by drawing or cutting on a 
more or less flat surface, and what 
may be called picutre-writing preced­
ed the making of symbols. 
The earliest form of symbols were 
the hieroglyphics or picture-writing 
of the first Egyptian dynasty about 
3100 B.C. under King Menes, inscribed 
on stone cylinders. 
Records show that about 3 0 0 0 to 
2000 B.C. there appeared the Assyrio-
B a b y l o n  c u n e i f o r m  c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  
were wedge-shaped or arrow-headed, 
scratched or incised in soft clay and 
dried in the sun to harden. 
Brief Genealogy of Our Alphabet 
Tracing the English alphabet, back­
ward, we received the Latin or Rom­
a n  a l p h a b e t  f r o m  t h e  G r e e k s ,  a n d  
the Greeks received theirs from the 
Phoenicians; from there it is not cer­
tain. The Phoenician alphabet de­
velopment over many hundred years 
probably occurred as follows: ( 1 ) 
Picture Writing, (2) Ideographic or 
Symbolic Writing, (3) Phonographic 
Writing—pictures or characters repre­
senting the sound of an object or an 
idea, (4) Alphabetic System. 
The chief contribution of the 
Phoenicians to our alphabet was the 
separation of the fourth stage from 
the others. 
Tire art of writing was learned by 
the Greeks about the ninth century 
B.C. Their first alphabet was known 
as the Cadmean, with' the characters 
written from right to left, and from 
left to right; and finally the writing 
was all from left to right. 
The Latin alphabet consisted of 
twenty characters of the Greek west­
ern alphabet and three other letters, 
G, Y, Z. To the twenty Latin char­
acters the English added J (an alter­
nate form of I); U, which is another 
form of V; and W, consisting of two 
V ' s  m a d e  a s  o n e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i s  
equivalent to a double U. 
Writing Materials 
Stone and clay were the first ma­
terials used to make records. Next 
came papyrus, a material made from 
a reed which grew in the Nile valley. 
After this we find the material parch­
ment, made of skins, that was popu­
larized in the Second century B.C., by 
Eumenes II, king of P'ergamos, a city 
in Asia Minor. For a long time this 
material was used by many for legal 
documents, and is still used for di­
plomas. Material made of calfskin is 
known as vellum, and that made of 
sheepskin, parchment. 
Block- Printing 
Block-priting (the characters o r 
symbols cut on a block of wood from 
which transfers were made by a rub­
bing process) had its origin in China 
from where it spread to Japan. The 
earliest extant Block-printing comes 
from Japan in the form of the Bud-
d i s t charms, printed b y Empress 
Shotoku about A.D. 770. From China 
and Japan this art spread to Europe 
where it was used extensively in 
southern Germany and the Nether­
lands. 
The Invention of Printing from Movable Type 
The so-called revival, of learning 
and intellectual thinking referred to 
as the Renaissance had its inception 
at the beginning of the fifteenth cen­
tury. New universities sprang up in 
Erfrut and Leipzig, Germany; Edin-
burg, Scotland; and Louvain, Bel­
gium. This necessitated a revival in 
the study of the arts and sciences 
that called for many new books 
t h r o u g h  t h e  s c r i b e s  b y  t h e i r  s l o w ,  
ancient methods. The greatest handi­
cap was the huge task of writing by 
hand the number of books demanded, 
and the block-books did not offer a 
successful substitute. Thus a need 
evolved of devising methods for rapid 
and inexpensive duplication of manu­
scripts. 
All materials were found in Europe 
w i t h  w h i c h  t o  m a k e  b o o k s .  T h e  
Chinese had invented paper about 
A.D. 105 and it spread to the Euro­
pean Continent. They had also manu­
factured ink about A.D. 220. 
The factor that proved a boon to 
book-making, thereby solving the 
problem of satisfying the demand, 
was the invention of printing from 
movable type. Here again the Chinese 
claim the honor of devising the pro­
cess but it had no particular appeal 
to them because of the nature of their 
alphabet or symbols. P. Sheng who 
lived about A.D'. 100 printed books 
about four hundred years before the 
time when Johann Gutenberg is 
credited with introducing the process 
in Germany. 
Gutenberg is generally conceded 
the honor of being the inventor of 
printing from movable type. Scholars 
differ in their opinion of the exact 
date, but all fall more or less during 
the period A.D. 1439 to 1467. 
The book generally referred to as 
being the first printed from movable 
type is the Gutenberg Bible. How­
ever, the first dated and signed print­
e d  b o o k  i s  t h e  P s a l t e r  w h i c h  w a s  
brought to completion by Johann Fust 
of Mainz, and Peter Schoeffer of 
Gernsheim in Germany, A.D. 1457. 
It appears odd that the first book 
printed in the English language was 
not printed on English soil but in 
Bruges by William Caxton, an Eng­
lishman, about 1475. This book was 
the "Recuyell of the Histories of 
troye" containing about 351 leaves. 
Printing Introduced in America 
A Negro was Among the First 
A printing press crossed the Atlan­
tic Ocean sometimes around 1539 
while the process was still being in­
troduced in many European cities, 
and a printer and his assistants took 
the trip to the Viceroyalty of New 
Spain and began to print in Mexico 
City. 
One Juan Cromberger, a leading 
printer of Seville, Spain decided to 
start printing in Mexico as a branch 
of his firm. He entered into contract 
with Juan P'ablos on June 12, 1539 to 
go to Mexico for the purpose of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s h o p .  P a b l o s  l e f t  
Spain in June 1539 with Gil Barbero 
and a Negro as his assistants. 
Douglas C. McMurtrie in his Story 
of Fine Books and Bookmaking does 
not give the name of the Negro. 
Printing came to what is now the 
United States just nineteen years af­
ter the Pilgrims landed. This was in 
Massachusetts, and the first printer 
was probably Matthew Day. The first 
p i e c e  o  f  w o r k  p r o d u c e d  w a s  t h e  
"Freeman's Oath." 
The first publication appeared in 
1640 known as "The Whole Booke of 
P s a l m e s ,  f a i t h f u l l y  T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
English Metre . . . Imprinted 1640." 
It is interesting to note that all 
along in the development of printing 
some form or part of the Bible or a 
bible figured prominently in the be­
ginning of the process; and that in 
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  i n  
America a person of the Negro race 
plav-ed an important part. 
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MECHANIC ARTS DIVISION PLANS LARGE EXPANSION PROGRAM 
Prominent Alumna of 
Prairie View Passes 
Mrs. Ada Belle DeMent, president 
of the National Association of Colored 
Women and prominent Texas citizen, 
died in Fort Worth, Texas recently. 
Her death followed a brief illness. 
Mrs. DeMent was born in Fort 
Worth more than 50 years ago and 
had devoted her early life to teach­
ing. She was graduated from PTairie 
View University (formerly Prairie 
View College), and taught for many 
years in the high school at Mineral 
Wells, Texas where she later became 
principal. 
Later in life, her work was recog­
nized by her associates and she was 
awarded an honorary doctor's degree 
by Bishop College. 
At the time of her death, she was 
president of the National Association 
of Colored Women, and secretary of 
the Women's Auxiliary of the Nation­
al Baptist Convention, Inc. 
Mrs. Dement is survived by her 
husband, the Rev. C. DeMent, a Bap­
tist preacher of Cleveland, Ohio; two 
daughters and nieces. 
Interment was in the local ceme­
tery at Ft. Worth, Texas. 
R. L. Thornton 
Delivers Address to 
State Teachers 
How Business-Distributive Vo­
cational Education Affects the 
Negro, State and Federally 
Mr. Fresident, Officers of the State 
Teachers' Association, Ladies and 
Gentlemen: We bring greetings from 
the State Department of Education, 
Vocational-Distributive Division di­
rected by Mr. M. A. Browning and 
Prairie View University. 
Our part of the Educalional Pro­
g r a m  f o r  t h e  N e g r o  i n  T e x a s  i s  
rather new to most of you, this being 
the second year of its existence for 
(Continued on Page Five) 
GIbnaimas Hgmtt 
Hark! how all the welkin rings 
Glory to the King of kings! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
Universal nature say, 
Christ the Lord is born today! 
* * * * * * 
—CHARLES WESLEY 
What is Ahead for the 
Negro in Engineering? 
By MAURICE JONES 
Twenty years a g o a Negro Engi­
neer was looked upon as a "rare 
speciman," the likes of which were 
to be found in a few Negro colleges 
and a very few in industry. Those 
who had the fortitude and stamina to 
pursue courses in engineering, usual­
ly were forced to accept employment 
either as teachers of allied subjects, 
viz: Mathematics, Physics, and Me­
chanical Drawing or a job in industry 
far below their technical skills. The 
question of supply and demand ex­
acted its toll and prevented many 
qualified young men and women from 
entering the profession. 
With the coming of World War II, 
the demand for skilled men and wom­
en was enormous. A graduate engineer 
of any race was in great demand. The 
few Negroes that were qualified were 
able to secure high and responsible 
positions a s Engineers, Designers, 
E n g i n e e r i n g  A i d s ,  D r a f t s m e n ,  e t c .  
The writer visited plants in the east 
a n d  m i d w e s t ,  w h e r e  N e g r o e s  w e r e  
employed at these levels of the en­
gineering profession. Without excep­
t i o n ,  t h e s e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w e r e  
commended in glowing terms by their 
(Continued on Page Four) 
By C. L. WILSON 
It is a self-evident principle that 
the progress of a group or nation is 
dependent in a large measure upon 
the extent and effectiveness of its 
educational system. Responsibilities 
of leadership and advancement of the 
civilization of tomorrow, must inevi­
tably rest upon the shoulders of the 
students of today, and their ability to 
cope with the complex problems that 
might confront them. 
In this great era of industrial and 
technical activities, it is important 
that serious consideration be given 
to the type and quality of education 
offered the youth of today. Partic­
ularly is this true when it comes to 
the Negro boys and girls. 
At present, every indication points 
in the direction of more widespread 
industrial and technical activity. It is 
difficult to see how Negroes expect 
to take their normal part in the in­
dustrial and technical development of 
the nation when there is a scarcity of 
trained mechanics, technicians, scien­
tists, engineers, and architects. 
Furthermore, a recent survey reveals 
the fact, that in the whole country, 
there are less than 600 colored youth 
now preparing for careers in the in­
dustrial and technical fields. 
In the area of housing and build­
ing ten billion dollars will be spent 
in the next ten years. This will re­
quire architects, carpenters, plumbers, 
painters, and skilled craftsmen in 
many fields. The nation's 25 million 
motor cars will be supplemented at 
the rate of 3 million per year. The 
fields of Aeronautics, Highway Engi­
neering, Electricity, Refrigeration, and 
Air Conditioning, promise tremen­
dous advances and development dur­
ing the next decade with correspond­
ing opportunities for trained minds 
and skilled hands. 
Texas has the greatest oil produc­
ing fields in the world, yet there are 
no Negroes preparing in Petroleum 
Engineering and Geology. These are 
only a few of the fields which young 
men and women of good mental abili-
(Continued on Page Five) 
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Peace-time Employment 
Of Negroes 
By THOS. L. HOLLEY 
Now that the war is over there has 
been and will be an enormous shift­
ing of labor. Millions who were in 
war industries have been displaced. 
This does not mean they will be job­
less. Peace-time jobs must now be 
filled. Those who entered industry 
during the war were required to take 
special training to perform the tasks 
needed. Now they have to be re­
trained to become readjusted. 
During the war, the Negro dispelled 
from the minds of the industrialist the 
notion that he could not perform tasks 
requiring high degrees of skill and 
intelligence. He held jobs as common 
laborers, semi-skilled and skilled, 
technicians, supervisors, superinten­
dents, foremen, engineers, scientists 
and manufacturers. However, not 
without training. 
In the shift from the production of 
war material to peace-time articles 
more manpower will be needed than 
prior to the war. This country and the 
entire world is far behind in the pro­
duction of peace-time goods. New 
types of materials, held back off the 
market, are now making their ap­
pearance. These will have to be made 
by persons especially trained to pro­
duce them. The world market has to 
be supplied. America is being looked 
to for the mass of this production. The 
Negro has his best opportunity to 
enter industry than ever before in 
his history. However, the gates of 
industry are not thrown open to just 
anyone to enter—A certificate of pro­
ficiency must be produced. The Negro 
must follow the same procedure all 
other groups follow. He must become 
trained, apply intelligence to his work 
and become reliable. When the wheels 
of industry start turning they don't 
stop to wait for other groups who are 
late, and certainly they are not going 
to wait for a Negro. 
Negroes should make surveys of 
job opportunities in their communi­
ties, learn what tasks are needed to 
be performed, and then request this 
type of training. When he learns how 
to do things as they should be done 
his greatest barrier is removed. 
He then is equipped to sell his 
labor or go into business himself. 




By HENRY BOLES 
" . . .  A h ,  t o  b u i l d ,  t o  b u i l d ,  
Are merely shadows cast by outward things 
That is the noblest art of all the arts. 
Painting and Sculpture are but images, 
On stone or canvas, having in themselves 
No separate existence, Architecture, 
Existing in itself, and not in seeming 
A something that is not, surpasses them 
As substance shadow." 
And who am I with selfish motives 
to dispute the verses of the immortal 
Longfellow. Architecture throughtout 
the history of mankind has provided 
homes for the living, shrines for reli­
gion, palaces for kings and queens, 
stadia for exhibition of athletic 
prowess, and monuments for the 
dead. 
The historic styles of architecture 
began with the Egyptians who dis­
covered the system of post and lintel, 
a system that has been used re-
peatedly; the Greeks, elaborated on 
the Egyptian system with daring 
spaces between the 'posts', which now 
received aesthetic consideration, and 
lintels or beams of sculptured reliefs 
s p a n n i n g  t h e  s p a c e s  t  o  r e c e i v e  t h e  
roof; the Romans evolved a com­
posite method of construction making 
use of the Etruscan semi-circular 
arch and column systems; and from 
Gothic architecture we get histori­
cally the first glimpse of the skeleton 
structure supporting the covering or 
skin and non-bearing walls. 
The classic styles continue but are 
too numerous to mention here. And 
each of these styles evolved out of 
necessity, preventing duplicati o n . 
Lack of labor, materials proximity, 
and absence of labor saving me­
chanical contrivances were attributes 
to a creative and artistic people. The 
materials and the methods of con­
struction were simple; the flow of 
water, electricity, and air through 
their various mediums were conveni­
ences of 2500 years hence and did not 
complicate their structures. 
But the architect of today must be 
p r e p a r e d  t o  t a l k  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  w i t h  
the engineering professions associ­
ated with his problem and to calcu­
late, if necessary, all structural and 
mechanical elements. He must be the 
artist to catch the spirit of the prob­
lem set forth in the requirements and 
for the benefit of his client, present it 
o n plane surfaces giving i t depth, 
preciseness, and action. He must be 
the administrator of his clients inter­
ests and the impartial judge of con­
tractual arrangements between owner 
and contractor. He must be cognizant 
of local building laws, building codes, 
a n d  z o n i n g  l a w s .  H e  m u s t  b e  t h e  
draftsman to make clear his ideas 
and the supervisor to construct mass 
from an infinite variety of building 
materials. 
T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  t  o  b e c o m e  a  n  
ar c h i t e c t  r e q u i r e s  s c h o o l i n g  i n  t h e  
fundamental knowledge of these com­
plexities that he, the architect, must 
face, i.e., Mechanics and Strength of 
Materials, Structural Design, History 
of Architecture, Drafting, Building 
C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  
Architectural Practice. 
As with doctors, dentists, lawyers, 
and other professions the practice of 
Architecture without license is a vio­
lation of the State law. This is true 
in all but three or four states out of 
the 48 states. The student is not eligi­
b l e  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  
three years experience in a registered 
architect's office. 
The opportunities for talented and 
qualified Negro architects is exempli­
fied in the work of Paul R. Williams, 
famous for his exquisite modem deri­
vations of Colonial and Georgian de­
t a i l s ,  H i l y a r d  -  R .  R o b i n s o n  f o r  h i s  
housing and public buildings, Ralph 
Vaughn for his MGM Hollywood set 
designs and many others. There is a 
place for the Negro architect in 
America and particularly practice in 
the South. 
Your Radio and You 
By F. D. WESLEY 
Statistics show that over a thousand 
automobiles leave the highways for 
the junk pile each day. No such fig­
ures are available for home radios; 
if there were, they would probably 
show that five times as many radios 
become junk each day. Radios, like 
cars, have not been produced since 
1942. Chances are that your radio is 
four or five years old, and it is per­
haps in the low-cost bracket. As such, 
c e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e  p l a c e d  u p o n  
it. 
All of these low-cost table model 
radios have something in common, 
The filaments of the tubes are con­
nected in series, the same as Christ­
mas tree lights. When one tube burns 
out, the entire set fails to "light-up." 
Since tube burn-outs are quite frequent 
in your radio, because of the limita­
tion, there is a great demand for them. 
This results in a shortage of tubes. 
The repairman has in most cases had 
to substitute for these tubes or rely 
upon the sub-standard tubes that were 
released by the WPB as not usable 
by the Army or Navy. Substitute 
tubes or parts cause your radio to 
o p e r a t e  l e s s  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  e i t h e r  f r o m  
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the standpoint of volume or quality 
of reception. 
Low volume at Prairie View may 
be due to the fact that the dormitory, 
with its steel beams and columns, acts 
as a shield to cut off the signals from 
your radio. To offset this, an antenna 
is necessary. It should be about fifty-
feet long and as high and as clear of 
surrounding objects as possible. It 
should be insulated at both ends and 
care taken that it is hot "grounded 
o u t " .  S t e a m  p i p e s  o r  m e t a l  r o d s  
driven in the ground should never be 
used as a substitute. Your radio should 
never be placed too near the stove 
nor the window. The heat and the 
damp weather are1 destructive to it. 
However, place it so that the air can 
circulate freely. Long playing hours 
do not hurt i t. However, frequently 
turning it on and off will hurt it. The 
pilot light in it is most important. 
Should it burn out, have it replaced 
immediately lest a tube be burned 
out later. Chances are that your pres­
ent set will have to last you a year 
or more yet. Consequently, you must 
care for it and have it patched up un­
til new radios are available. The WPB 
estimates that over one hundred mil­
lion sets are needed immediately. It 
will take quite a time for these to be 
produced and certainly you will have 
to wait longer for one since you are 
so far from the manufacturing cen­
ters. 
The first radios will differ little 
from those in 1942. The cabinets will, 
however, be styled better. The long 
talked about FM and television are 
still five to ten years away for you 
in Texas. However, it is hoped that 
FM will be used at PFairie View soon. 
If you are going to buy a new radio, 
don't be fooled by propaganda that 
it can be used for television later 
simply by a few additional attach­
ments. The additional expense of a 
set equipped for FM or television is 
not desirable since by the time these 
types of receptions are available, sets 
with many improvements will be on 
the market and cheaper in price.. The 
average new radio will sell from 15 
per cent to 20 per cent higher. None 
of the $9.95 and $14.95 sets will be 
produced this year. Therefore, take 
care of your radio as you will need 
it a long time yet, and it will need 
your help. 
By the way, why not ask Santa 
Claus what he can do about having 
an antenna placed above your build­
ing for Christmas. With this addi­
tion, your radio will bring Sinatra 
and Maizie in much better. 
Meet the Veterans 
We list below some of the veterans 
of World War II who are now en­
rolled in the Mechanic Arts Division 
of Prairie View University under the 
Veterans' Program. 
This program is designed to help 
them find a place in civilian life so 
they can continue to help mankind 
and make this a better world in which 
to live. 
Herman J. Batiste, of Galveston, 
Texas, entered service April, 1943 and 
received his discharge in July, 1943. 
While in the service Pvt. Batiste was 
stationed at Jefferson Barracks, Mis­
souri, and is the holder of a sharp 
shooter medal -with the Thompson Sub, 
and MI Rifle. He is now taking Radio 
Engineering. 
Willie J. Bell, Jr., of Smithville, 
Texas was inducted into the armed 
services November, 1943, and was 
stationed at Sheppard Field, and BTC 
No. 10, Greensboro, North Carolina. 
He was discharged in June, 1944 and 
is now taking Printing and Linotype 
Operation. 
W. D. Bowman served in the army 
for three years and during that time 
worked his way up to the rank of 
Sergeant. He is a holder of the Good 
Conduct Medal, P're-Pearl Harbor 
Medal, Purple Heart, Distinguished 
Service Cross and two Battle Stars. 
Sgt. Bowman saw action on New 
Hebrides, and Bouganville Islands. He 
is taking tailoring and hails from 
San Antonio, Texas. 
A. B. Bundage of Houston, Texas 
served in the army for two years, and 
saw action in Australia. He was a 
Staff Sergeant and was awarded the 
Good Conduct, and the Sharp Shooter 
Medals. Mr. Bundage is now enrolled 
in the Tailoring Department. 
Albert T. Burr has seen England, 
North Africa, and Sicily as a member 
of Uncle Sam's army. He was a Ser­
geant at the time of his release, and 
is now taking Electric Engineering. 
Henry T. Bryant was Private Bry­
ant from November, 1942 until De­
cember, 1943. Private Bryant spent 
his time at Camp Robertson, Arkan­
sas, and Ft. Huaehuca, Arizona. He 
calls Dallas home and is taking 
Radio Engineering. 
Luckv G. Cleaver hails from Wax-
achaehie, Tex. Lucky won the follow­
ing medals while a T-5, Marksman­
ship with a Thompson Sub, Sharp 
Shooters, and two for good conduct. 
Louis E. Drisdale was known as T-5 
when he received his discharge' Feb. 
23. 1945. He is now taking Radio En­
gineering. Smithville, Texas is his 
home. 
Jackie Ground entered the army in 
March, 1942 and was discharged 
October. 1944. He is now taking tailor­
ing. Brenham, Texas is his home. 
Ivory T. Jones entered service 
April 22, 1943 and received his dis­
charge August 26, 1944. He was sta­
tioned at Van Couver Barracks, Wash­
ington; Camp Knight, California; and 
Ft. Louis, Washington. Jones is now 
enrolled in the Mechanic Arts Divi­
sion. 
James L. Meredith is taking Radio 
Engineering. Prior to his enrollment 
he was Pfc. Meredith in the army, 
and stationed at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. His home is Navasota, 
Texas. 
Howard Powell of Waxachachie, 
Texas enrolled in Radio Engineering 
September 15, 1945. From May, 1941 
until June, 1945 he was in the army. 
Fowell served overseas in the China, 
Burma, India war zone and held the 
rank of Corporal at the time of his 
discharge. 
Carl Riser was a bluejacket for 
three years. During that time he was 
stationed at Great Lakes, Illinois and 
Mare Island, California. Riser was a 
Petty Officer third class and his 
home is in Waco, Texas. While in 
service he won the Good Conduct, 
Sharp Shooter, and the Terfic Cam­
paign Medals. He is taking Radio 
Engineering and Motion Picture 
Projection. 
Floyd Spiller from Van Vleck, Tex­
as is taking Woodwork. Prior to his 
enrollment he was a member of the 
army. 
Raymond Weems answered by the 
name of T5 when discharged from 
service. He is the holder of a Good 
Conduct Medal and is now taking 
tailoring under the Veterans' Pro­
gram. 
Brief Departmental 
Notes of Interest 
The Mechanic Arts Division is 
making special preparation to give 
adequate training and instruction in 
each department. Teachers are being 
asked to revise their methods where-
ever possible, so as to bring about a 
closer relationship between students 
and teachers. 
New equipment is being added in 
o r d e r  t o  g i v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e  b e s t  
w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  p o s s i b l e .  T o  t h e  
Carpentry Shop, a great number of 
hand tools, planes and braces have 
b e e n  a d d e d .  T h e r e  a l s o  h a s  b e e n  
erected a new drill press, racks and 
cabinets. Two duplex apartments are 
(Continued on Page Five) 
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University Plans 
Four Million Dollar 
Building Program 
A preliminary report on the de­
v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  
physical plant of Prairie View Uni­
versity, for the next decade, has been 
released by Mr. C. L. Wilson, Direc­
tor of the Division of Mechanic Arts, 
who served as Chairman of the Com­
mittee on Physical Plant for the Uni­
versity. 
The report anticipates a regular 
session enrollment of 2500 students 
b y  1 9 5 5 .  I t  i s  c l e a r l y  s h o w n  t h a t  
housing for students is the No. 1 
problem at Prairie View. Consequent­
ly, the report recommends the con­
struction of additional dorm i t o r y 
space, an aggregate number of 800 
rooms by 1953. This will cost a mini­
mum of $1,200,000. Fifty (50) cottages 
and dormitories for men and women 
teachers are also included. The total 
report calls for an expenditure of 414 
million dollars during the next decade 
on improvements and additions to 
the physical plant and utilities. 
Besides the dormitories and cot­
tages already mentioned other im­
portant items are: a laboratory high 
school building, a principal's residence, 
paved campus streets, drainage and 
additional sidewalks, a new univer­
sity exchange, a Horticultural build­
ing, potato curing house, a new 500 
KW Generator, 2 school busses, cam­
p u s  c l o c k  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  s y s t e m  f o r  
u n i f o r m  t i m e ,  w i t h  b e l l s  i n  e a c h  
building, an administration building, 
music building, an auditorium to seat 
2500, a stadium dormitory, a service 
and storage building, a modern sew­
age disposal plant, another deep well 
f o r  i n c r e a s e d  w a t e r  s u p p l y ,  a  n e w  
power boiler, a meats laboratory, new 
tunnel distribution system, extension 
to Home Economics Building, Hospi­
tal extensions, and Engineering build­
ing, a new Science building, a stu­
dent union building, a men's gymna­
sium complete with swimming pools, 
The Function of 
Industrial Arts, and 
Trade and Industrial 
Education 
By R. JESSE BROWN 
Many educators in the past, failed 
to understand the function of Indus­
trial Arts, and Trade and Industrial 
Education. The results were that an 
individual trained for Industrial Arts 
teaching was hired as a trade in­
structor. When the teacher failed to 
reach the point of expectation, he and 
the institution from which he was 
graduated, were severly criticized. The 
same mistake was very often made in 
selecting the trade teacher. In may 
cases, he was required to teach In­
dustrial Arts, and after falling short, 
was judged in the same manner. 
An Industrial Arts teacher is pre­
pared to teach a number of courses 
with an exploratory or prevocational 
aim, but is not trained to give com­
plete and detailed instruction in any 
specific field. 
A student of Industrial Arts re­
ceives a variety of Industrial courses, 
and discovers the field that affords 
him the best opportunities to execute 
his abilities, gains an appreciable 
knowledge of industry in its entirety, 
and learns prevocational techniques 
and skills, while a trade student en­
gages in one specific field, preparing 
him to pursue a livelihood on one 
special trade. 
A thorough training in the indus­
trial field, does not afford merely a 
one-sided education, but also offers 
training in related fields. The indus­
trial field is like an octopus, extend­
ing its tentacles into a variety of 
other fields. Mathematics, English, 
Science etc., relates to Industrial 
Education and enables the Industrial 
major to be recognized on par with 
individuals of other professions. 
As in the academic fields, it is pos­
sible for one majoring in industry to 
receive a B.S., M.S., or Ph.D., as re­
search in this field is absolutely 
necessary for industrial development. 
Relatively, a few years ago, educa­
tors did not consider these facts. 
a new dairy barn, an Agricultural 
Engineering and Experimental station 
building, a new laundry, quarters for 
guests, 2 additional practice cottages, 
theatre, Law building, Journalism 
building, Veterinary building, class­
room building, a nurses dormitory, a 
Military Science building, a radio 
broadcasting station, a Federal post 
office, and a new power plant in a 
more remote and lower location, with 
a probable capacity of 1,000 kilowatts. 
What is Ahead for the 
Negro in Engineering? 
(Continued from Page One) 
supervisors. This factual evidence 
disapproves the thesis that Negroes 
are not adapted mentally and social­
ly to occupy positions of trust and 
leadership. 
During this past war, it is an ac­
cepted fact that Negroes made great 
gains in industrial employment. It is 
true that large numbers were releas­
ed after V-J Day, but it is also true 
that those who were well qualified 
and capable, were able to remain in 
industry. This fact alone, in the 
writer's opinion, is sufficient justifi­
cation for more Negroes to pursue 
formal training in Engineering. 
W i t h  c e s s a t i o n  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  
throughout the world, a gigantic pro­
gram of rebuilding has just begun. 
It is estimated by competent authori­
ties, that at least twenty years will be 
needed to complete this task. Thou­
sands and thousands of young men 
and women trained in the engineer­
ing professions will be required to 
complete this job. We, as first rate 
citizens, must make our just contri­
butions to all fields of human endeav­
or. Why should we continue to neg­
lect the training of our young men 
and women in so fertile a field which 
is opening up to us? We can and 
will secure our share of this type of 
e m p l o y m e n t  i f  w e  a r e  r e a d y  a n d  
qualified. 
It might be of interest to consider 
the possibilities of employment of 
e n g i n e e r i n g  p e r s o n n e l  b  y  o u r  o w n  
people. We are and shall continue to 
build fine churches, schools, lodge and 
office buildings, and homes. This ex­
pansion requires the services of archi­
tectural, civil, mechanical, structural, 
heating, and ventilating engineers, 
aside from the scores o f kindred 
tradesmen who too must be technical­
ly trained. Here too is another source 
of employment which offers an en­
c o u r a g i n g  f u t u r e  f o r  o u r  m e n  a n d  
women in the engineering profes­
sions. 
In light of the above facts and 
world conditions, the future for the 
Negro in engineering appears most 
encouraging. It is hoped that we will 
recognize this splendid opportunity 
and make adequate preparation for 
it. 
BUY VICTORY BONDS 
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Mechanic Arts Plans 
Expansion Program 
(Continued from Page One) 
ty and technically inclined should be 
encouraged to enter. 
The Division of Mechanic Arts, 
recognizing the situation, has revised 
and expanded its curricula in order 
to better prepare students for the in­
creased demands and responsibilities 
of industry and society. Beginning 
September, 1946, standard 4 - y e a r 
courses in Architectural Engineering, 
Civil Engineering, Electrical Engi­
neering, and Mechanical Engineering 
will be offered. The division does not 
intend to forsake its Trade and In­
dustrial courses, for which it has long 
been famous. It is believed that in 
the post-war world and in any world 
there will ever be, we will con­
tinue to need carpenters, painters, 
plumbers, printers and skilled crafts­
men of all types. It will seek to do a 
better job in these fields by steadily 
improving and broadening the courses 
and facilities. Already $2,500 worth 
of equipment for trade courses has 
been purchased and negotiations are 
in process for equipment amounting 
to $5,000 for Tailoring, Auto Me­
chanics, and Radio Engineering. 
The program for the next decade 
includes the addition of trade courses 
in Masonry, Barbering, Watch Re­
pairing, Foundry Production, and Air­
craft Mechanics. Plans are now un-
der-way for the institution of these 
courses. In addition, terminal courses 
of college grade that lie just beyond 
the realm of trade and vocational sub­
jects, will be offered in the near 
future. This work, generally known 
as Industrial Technology or non-Pro­
fessional Engineering, has been given 
much impetus by t h e several war 
training programs. The aim of courses 
in Industrial Technology is to pro­
v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u n g  i m  e  n  a n d  
women who wish to prepare for serv­
ices in industry production as techni­
cians but who are unable to under­
take a 4-year course in Engineering. 
The emphasis is on skill and facility 
rather than on theoretical knowledge. 
In its new program, the division 
has not overlooked the importance of 
developing the vital human attributes 
which are vastly under-rated in many 
industrial and technical schools. Sub­
jects such as English, History, Eco­
nomics and Social Sciences which may 
be classified as humanities will receive 
greater emphasis. Deliberate steps 
will be taken to aid students to de­
velop those non-professional qualities 
such as: self-expression, ability to get 
along with people, and breadth of 
view, so that their technical educa-
R. L. Thornton 
Delivers Address to 
State Teachers 
(Continued from Page One) 
Negroes; however, we are happy to 
say that the participation therein has 
been very good. Having served five of 
the larger cities and the colleges in 
these cities in the last year during 
which time the attendance was in ex­
cess of 450 and five graduation exer­
cises having been held with attendance 
soaring above 3000. 
This program (the Business-Distri­
butive Education) is the results of 
the George Deen Act of 1936, provid­
ing funds for pre-employment Educa­
tion Teachers, Adult Teachers, Super­
visors, Secretaries, Teacher Trainers, 
and a State Director for each State. 
The Federal appropriation is matched 
by the State. The college program 
does not receive the financial aid from 
the state or government, but does 
get the services and cooperation of 
the state supervisor in upgrading the 
Business Department of the school as 
well as gain the fees from students 
who claim or are given college credit 
as a result of satisfactorily complet­
ing any of these subjects, the length 
of which vary, ranging from 12 hours 
to six weeks. Also, the increased at­
tendance and enrolment of persons 
who had stopped their education and 
started again to further their educa­
tion was enhanced by the program. 
The Adult program authorizes co­
ordinators and teachers of local com­
munities who are to be employed by 
the local school board and the State 
Department and paid by both on a 
75-25 per cent bassis. Classes are to be 
taught at the schools or school select­
ed by the board, preferably at night 
or evenings. "On the Job Training" 
during working hours (daily), too, is 
being offered in an effort to give those 
persons who have not had an oppor­
tunity to matriculate in an institu­
t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  y e t  h a v e  s o m e  
knowledge of the job they are doing; 
to learn more about the job and how 
to get better results, thereby giving 
a more efficient type of service to the 
consumer public. This is a field that 
has grown to a giant almost over­
night; therefore, the field of Distri­
bution has to put on equally as much 
growth, if not more, in order to be 
ready for the consumer public's great 
demands. 
The high school program authorizes 
the same as the adult program, so far 
tion, far from being a confining ex­
perience, will be an open door to 
greater usefulness to their fellowman. 
as the teachers and coordinators are 
c o n c e r n e d .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  
operations are the pre-employment 
side of the program in which the 
high school students participating are 
given training theoretically at school 
a  f e w  h o u r s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d a y  a n d  
several hours on an actual job as a 
junior worker—experimentally. He or 
she learns the job and earns money 
at the same time, and his education 
is carried on in the liberal arts sides; 
so you see Education is magnified by 
the use of this program and business 
is given a higher type of employee, 
who has started his training in high 
schools, colleges, and universities. 
These institutions will have a higher 
class of student who will be able to 
contribute to the school, community 
of the school and the business public. 
The USA has a first class business 
person. Our reconversion thoughts to 
p o n d e r  a n d  p r o b l e m s  t  o  s o l v e  a r e  
these: 
1. Children of today are our only 
source of tomorrow's leadership. 
2. Over one-half million men draft­
ed were illiterate. 
3. Three million boys and girls were 
employed during the war (illegal 
employment.) 
4. The solution is Education for all. 
Brief Departmental 
Notes of Interest 
(Continued from Page Three) 
to be erected, with the students in the 
Capentry Shop assisting. 
J'he Radio Shop is obtaining one 
Supreme Model 571-Signal Genera­
tor, six RCA Volt OHMYST Jr., two 
RCA Audio Oscillators and two Du-
Pount 3-inch Oscilloscope. This will 
enable the Radio Shop to offer a wider 
field of interest in Radio work. 
The Shoe Shop has added one 300 
Model Landis Finisher, driven by a 
5 HP Motor. Twelve sack stands, with 
six lasts, one 29-54 Model Universal 
Patcher, and a large supply of French 
Hammers. 
The Tailor Shop has expanded 
phys i c a l l y ,  w i t h  a n  a d d i t i o n  o f  s i x  
new 3115 Sewing Machines, erected 
on heavy duty tables, with individual 
motors. 
The departments mentioned above, 
along the line of improvement, are 
by no means the only departments in 
the Mechanic Arts Division that have 
been greatly improved to meet the 
needs of the changing world. The en­
tire Division is rapidly progressing, 
with the installation of new equip­
ment and the addition of new quali­
fied persons, in each dpeartment, as 
instructors and supervisors. 
